Wallonia
Land of Water

Chateau de Walzin
© P.Gerard

Welcome to our autumn magazine keeping you up-to-date with
tourism initiatives in Wallonia - the southern, French-speaking
region of Belgium.
If you paid attention during school geography class you might
have raised an eyebrow at the title – ‘Wallonia – Land of Water’
– and wonder how a region that’s entirely land-locked, without
even a distant glimpse of the sea, could make such a claim.
But it’s true! Four great rivers and their tributaries have shaped
Wallonia’s industrial, cultural and social history, and continue to
do so today. The rivers Meuse and Escaut brought trade to the
region; the Semois and Ourthe attract nature-loving, thrillseeking tourists by the thousand.
Add to those rivers Wallonia’s extensive canal network and some
gorgeous lakes created by man but finessed by nature, and you
have a recipe for a short break or longer vacation with the potential
for a thrilling aquatic adventure in the wild Ardennes or a relaxed
excursion on the calmer waters elsewhere.
We hope this magazine will inspire you to consider this surprisingly
diverse corner of north-west Europe to plan your next weekend
break or longer holiday. It’s only a stone’s throw away: Wallonia
is a mere 90-minute drive from the Channel ports of Calais and
Dunkirk and the excellent motorway network gets you from one
side of Wallonia to the other surprisingly quickly. And country
towns like Mons, Namur, Liege can be reached by train in less
than 3 hours from London by Eurostar.
There’s more information and news of special offers on our website:
walloniabelgiumtourism.co.uk and if you need more advice our
London-based travel team on 020 7531 0390 will be pleased to
help. We look forward to hearing from you.
Bienvenue en Wallonie, Terre d’Eau!
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Country
Towns

Dinant

DINANT –
A PICTURE POSTCARD
COME TO LIFE

Dinant, ‘The Daughter of the Meuse’,
is notable for its citadel, its dramatic
cliff – the Bayard Rock - and the
onion-shaped dome of the Collegiate
church. A ribbon of colourful shops,
cafés and restaurants running along
the riverside ‘Croisette’ completes
the perfect tableau. The Citadel that
stands today was built in 1815, but the
town has been fortified for nearly a
thousand years. A cable car takes you
to the top, where you can explore
the dungeons and kitchens and a
museum of carriages and weaponry.
Back at river level, you can take
a boat trip on the Meuse, which
flows through glorious countryside
hereabouts, past grand châteaux
and villas perched on steep cliffs.
Alternatively hire a motorboat
(no driving license required) and
enjoy the river at your own pace.

© Dinant Evasion

The ‘Croisette’ has been upgraded
recently, with a dedicated path
for pedestrians and cyclists that
connects with the RAVeL track if you
want to venture further afield. RAVeL
network is made of over 840 miles
of cycle routes throughout the
region (see page 26).

Bouillon Castle
© MT Bouillon Christel Francois

BOUILLON –
THE PEARL IN THE HILLS
Bouillon is tucked into a sharp
meander of the photogenic river
Semois within a few miles of the
French border. The town’s narrow
streets are shaped by the course of
the river, but everything is dominated
by the medieval castle (described
on page 22) high above the town,
from where the First Crusade was
launched in 1096. The crusade
is vividly brought to life at the
Archéoscope, where stunning special
effects are presented in a restored
convent down by the river.

The Semois flows gently enough
for relaxed canoeing and kayaking,
with steep banks and ever-changing
views enhancing the experience.
An unmissable natural feature is the
‘Giant’s Tomb’, a rocky headland
shaped like a coffin, decorated by
an oak forest and almost entirely
surrounded by the river. For walkers,
there are numerous short trails along
the twisting river valley. This is a
popular holiday area for Belgians,
and many old farm cottages have
been converted into gîtes – many
of them available for rent. From the
high ground, the panoramic view of
the village of Frahan is another of
Wallonia’s scenic gems.

For music-lovers, Dinant is best
known as the birthplace of the
saxophone and its inventor Adolphe
Sax. You cannot miss the giant
models of the instrument running
along the Charles de Gaulle bridge.
Tombeau du Géant
© WBT J.P.Remy

© WBT David Samyn
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Just south of the town is another
river with a very different character
to the stately Meuse. Stretches of
the fast-flowing Lesse are ideal for
kayaking and canoeing, without
being Olympic-level dangerous. Hire
your craft and equipment in Dinant,
from where you’re driven to the
launching point a few miles into the
hills to begin your descent.

© WBT Anibal Trejo

Bathtub Regata
© WBT M. Weemans

Every year, on 15th August,
thousands of spectators line the
riverbank and bridge to witness one
of the world’s most bizarre regattas,
involving a fleet of home-made
bathtubs which race each other
along the river. The tubs can only be
propelled by human force, and many
of them, often hilariously, come to
grief. Nobody cares much who wins...
it’s the beauty and originality of
the designs that earn the loudest
cheers and the top prizes.
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Durbuy
© WBT Bruno D’Alimonte

La Roche-en-Ardenne
© Dominik Ketz

La Roche-en-ardenne
© WBT J.L.Flemal

Durbuy Topiary
(c) WBT M. Weemans

DURBUY –
A VILLAGE?
A TOWN?
OR THE SMALLEST
CITY ON EARTH?
At the heart of the Ardennes,
the self-styled ‘smallest city on
earth’ (courtesy of a Bishop’s
charter awarded in 1331) fills a
narrow ravine created by the
meandering river Ourthe, which
curls around the place just like the
Semois at Bouillon.
Arriving in Durbuy is like stepping
into a medieval film-set, with its
narrow cobbled lanes and courtyards
flanked by immaculate stone houses,
and a turreted castle on a rocky
promontory. The oldest of the streets,
rue Daufresne de la Chevalerie, is
entirely paved with pebbles taken
from the river.
Durbuy is also renowned for its
gastronomy – notably crayfish from
the river and a quiche to which
the town gives it name: tartouille
durbuysienne, made with local blue
cheese, Ardennes ham and walnuts.
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© WBT J.P.Remy

LA ROCHE –
HIDDEN GEM IN THE ARDENNES

Miniscule as it is, Durbuy has
managed to squeeze in a remarkable
number of quality hotels, restaurants
and attractions to keep young and
old happily occupied. There’s a truly
extraordinary topiary garden (one
of the largest in Europe with over
200 box tree sculptures), as well
as an adventure park, and, in the
surrounding hills, arguably the finest
hiking and mountain bike trails in
the Low Countries.

Surrounded by verdant forests,
sweet valleys and agricultural fields,
La Roche is one of Wallonia’s most
popular tourist haunts. It lies on the
river Ourthe, a picturesque tributary
of the Meuse. La Roche is the ideal
place for a relaxing break or family
activity holiday, with easy access
to the countryside and excellent
kayaking and stand-up paddling
on the river.
The town’s ruined feudal castle is of
great interest because it’s said to be
haunted. It’s a long and complicated
story, and impossible to authenticate,
but the ruins are atmospherically
illuminated after dark.
Durbuy
© WBT J.P.Remy

The town found itself in the firing line
during the German offensive

in the winter of 1944/45. The socalled Battle of the Ardennes is
evocatively commemorated by the
museum of the same name. The
town was eventually liberated by
American and British troops, and it’s
the only museum in Belgium with a
separate British section, complete
with life-sized mannequins of the
troops who turned the tide of the
war at a critical moment. VE Day
came only four months later.

Every year in September for two
days, La Roche organises an
incredible soup festival. You just
have to buy a bowl to taste any of
the recipes on offer. But if you prefer
a different kind of liquid, only a few
kilometres away you can immerse
yourself in the Ardennes brewing
world. The brewery with the little red
gnome (Achouffe) specialises in the
brewing of quality special beers.
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Liège

Namur

NAMUR –
A CAPITAL PLACE TO EXPLORE
The capital of Wallonia and gateway
to the Ardennes boasts not one
river, but two: the town was built
around the point where the Meuse
and Sambre meet, and a variety of
sightseeing cruises start and finish
their excursions a short distance
away at the Quai de Meuse.
Alternatively, the two rivers can be
enjoyed on board a ‘Namourette’,
one of the flotilla of pleasure boats
that shuttle backwards and forwards
throughout the summer. Boats with
a driver can also be rented privately.
The river is a hive of activity in high
season. From the floating terrace
of La Capitainerie on the Boulevard
de la Meuse, you can hire all kinds
of craft or try your luck at standup paddling (SUP for short), an
off-shoot of surfing imported from
Hawaii, with a paddle to compensate
for the lack of ocean waves!

On dry ground, one of the best
ways of exploring Namur is to
take a rickshaw ride with a multilingual guide who explains the most
interesting features while pedalling
you around the ancient streets and
lanes.
Thanks largely to the impregnability
of the Citadel, much of Namur’s
architectural heritage has been
preserved, with as many as ten
sites – including the 14th century
belfry – classified as being of
exceptional heritage.
Heading south of town takes you
to Wallonia’s strawberry-growing
district, and the Strawberry Museum
at Wépion, located in a former villa
by the Meuse, has five exhibition
rooms and a shop selling every
conceivable kind of strawberryflavoured food and drink.

La Capitainerie
© WBT Denis Erroyaux

Bueren Steps
© FTPL P. Fagnoul

Boverie Museum
© Ville de Liege Marc Verpoorten

LIÈGE –
ALL EYES ON THE FUTURE
Wallonia’s largest city is reinventing
itself following the decline of the
heavy industry that made its name.
The proud symbol of its facelift
is Guillemins, the futuristic main
railway station, designed by the same
architect who created the Olympic
Stadium in Athens. For visitors
arriving by high-speed train, the
soaring lattice-work of the station
is their first experience of Liège.
The city’s new look sits comfortably
alongside its handsome old buildings,
including the magnificent theatre,
Saint Paul’s Cathedral, two collegiate
churches and the Palace of the
Princes-Bishops. Not for nothing
is Liège known as ‘The City of a
Hundred Steeples’.
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Strawberry Museum
© WBT C. Grassin

Liege Style Meatballs
© WBT Emmanuel Mathez

Test your fitness by scaling the
remarkable Bueren Steps: 374 of
them, which are open all hours of
the day and night. The reward for
your effort is that the steps lead to
the citadel, which lies in attractive
wooded gardens, contains sixty
monuments hidden amongst the
trees, and offers fine views of the
city in one direction and rolling hill
country in the other.

riverside Parc de la Boverie has
been a favourite strolling place since
the fourteenth century, and now
boasts a museum of fine art and
international exhibition centre.
A short walk from the station, the
city’s Aquarium Museum has fifty
tanks containing 2,500 species of
fish, including piranhas and blind
cave-dwelling creatures that spend
their lives in total darkness.

Liège sprawls across both banks of
the river Meuse. This section of the
river is partly industrial, but you don’t
have to wander far to uncover some
delightful, quieter spots – and one
extremely lively one on Sundays,
when the lively La Batte flea market
sets up its stalls on the left bank
and attracts bargain-hunters by
the tens of thousand. The wooded,

There’s a river shuttle (‘Navette
Fluviale’) that patrols the Meuse,
stopping at a number of interesting
local venues including the Parc de
la Boverie and the impressive
Museum of Walloon Life, housed
in a medieval friary, which charts
the social history, folklore, customs
and literature of the region from the
19th century to the present day.

Namourette
© WBT Denis Erroyaux

The Owl Distillery
Rickshaw
WBTM.Emmanuel
©©WBT
WeemansMathez
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TOURNAI –
A CORNER OF OLD
ENGLAND IN WALLONIA
One of the oldest towns in Belgium,
Tournai has developed around the
river Escaut, which passes through
Wallonia on its way from France to
the Netherlands, where it’s known as
the Scheldt. The river brought trade
and prosperity in the 18th and 19th
centuries, but Tournai’s origins can
be traced as far back as the Romans,
who used it as a staging post as
they forged westwards towards the
North Sea.
Just over the border from France,
Tournai gives many British visitors
their first taste of Belgium – and few
are disappointed when they see the
majesty of Nôtre-Dame cathedral,
with its famous five towers, and the
huddle of old buildings surrounding
it. Despite extensive wartime
damage, the town has preserved
its antique atmosphere, especially
around the narrow, cobbled streets
that feed into the triangular GrandPlace. Another eye-catcher is the
UNESCO-listed belfry, part of which
is more than 800 years old.

© Visit Tournai

Pont des trous
© Coralie Cardon

© Visit Tournai

Tournai is the only town in Belgium
that was once an outpost of England.
Henry VIII’s troops captured it from
the French in September 1513. The
young king rode into town ten days
later and ordered an extensive
fortress to be built on the riverbank.
A single cylindrical structure (Tour
Henri VIII) has survived. Peace was
made with France and the town was
handed back in 1518, but by then
Tournai’s curious place in European
history was assured.
Tournai’s riverside quays – once
commercial, now mainly recreational
- have been redesigned for the
benefit of pedestrians and cyclists.
This part of town contains the best
restaurants, cafés and bars, and
there’s a lovely riverside walk to the
Pont des Trous, once part of the
medieval ramparts, with a tower on
either side of the river and archways
through which the riverboats pass.
Just outside town, a disused quarry
has been converted into Aqua
Tournai, a watery nature reserve,
which has indoor and outdoor
swimming pools, fishing ponds,
a boating area and themed
walking trails.

By Frank Partridge
© Visit Tournai
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Watersports
glass projected viewing platform.
Plunge 40 meters deep into its
heart where you’ll see the 4 turbines
producing electricity for more than
6,000 families – that’s a lot of
spark! ... Stunning views and
thrilling sensations are a sure-fire
guarantee! The third is a recreational
space along verdant lakeside for
a fun filled day out for families.
But it’s not all water, water
everywhere, a selection of marked
trails offer wonderful opportunities
to walk or ride your (normal or
mountain) bike in conjunction with
on land activities. Depending on
your huff and puff fitness factor
and stamina levels there are various
marked routes around the lakes to
challenge or chill with chances to
picnic, fish or laze by the riverside
adding to the relaxation.

© Lacs de l’Eau d’Heure
© WBT David Samyn

GIMME FIVE!
5 BEAUTIFUL LAKES
TO FLOAT YOUR BOAT!

the first is a brand new Aquacentre
where you can immerse yourself in
a 30 degree sub tropical paradise
with jet streams, jacuzzis, giant slides
and outdoor bars, giving the kids
and adults some valuable rest and
playtime possibilities. The second
takes form of a unique inside view
of the biggest dam in Belgium.
Think giant barrages in a James
Bond style, think epic cinematic
views of lakes and countryside
through a 107-meters high

Straddling both the province of
Namur and Hainaut, the Lakes,
Eau d’Heure take the form of five
beautifully executed lakes set in a
stunningly preserved natural area.
Yachting, boating, waterskiing,
sailing. ‘Water’ way to holiday!...
with more than 24 water sports
and activities to float your boat
across an incredible 1800 hectares
of aquatic delight.
The Lakes Eau d’Heure is the largest
nautical space in Belgium. The lakes
and their surroundings offer an
amazing experience of all things
aquatic, combining nature and water
to accommodate the liquid desires
of families with children, nature lovers
and athletes alike. So plunge into
this veritable water wonderland with
the wonders of nature all around
you. Divided into three complexes:
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© Francois de Ribaucourt

© WBT David Samyn
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OOH L’EAU L’EAU WATER
WAY TO HOLIDAY!
Wallonia - kayaking style is a rush
of thrilling rapids, meandering
currents, wooded landscapes and
towering gorges: Go Wild in the
Country with a route through the
Amblève valley, in the heart of
the Belgian Ardennes, offering a
phenomenally natural setting for
a day’s kayaking - solo, with friends
or with family. The gentle flow of
this river is perfect for enjoying the
stunning, wild nature along its banks.
Among sites to behold is the
Coo Waterfall, which at 15 metres
(49 ft) tall – is not the highest
but certainly one of the better
known waterfalls in Belgium.
The waters were created
artificially in the 18th century
when local monks - between
brewing beer - cut through
a bend in the river to feed

a watermill. You then finish in
Cheneux after 2 thrilling hours on
the water with the option of returning
to your departure point (the
Coo activity centre) organised by
Coo Kayak, cycling a mountain bike
or taking a bus.
The Lesse slaloms on the other
hand offers a magical way of seeing
Wallonia as you paddle through
stunning landscapes speckled with
medieval castles, prehistoric caves,
and audacious rock formations. It
makes for an impeccable alternative
day out since most of the stunning
landscapes around this area can

only be enjoyed by river. Choose
the length (7 or 13 miles) and tour
a stunning route embellished by
expanses of wooded landscapes,
castles, impressive rock formations
and pretty pebbles banks. You also
cross two rapids which are thrilling
but fun and safe. There are also
shorter tours ideal for those wanting
to squeeze in another activity in the
same day including the quirky rail
biking on old lines, brewery beer
tours, magical underground caves,
paintballing, guided walks and
laser gaming.

Durbuy
© WBT J.L.Flemal

Durbuy
© WBT J.L.Flemal

An unforgettable day starts at
Durbuy. Also known as the world’s
smallest city, departing from there
allows you to travel down the Ourthe
on a mono or double kayak going
3 possible distances: 5, 7 or 14
miles. The Ourthe also runs through
Adventure Valley – the largest
adventure park in Belgium. In the
exceptional green setting of the
Ardennes, Adventure Valley is a
sensational leisure space. Try the
jungle book inspired fully secure
tree-trop trail, The zippety zip
super long zip wire, The lumber
jackesque wooden play area, and
of course the exhilarating kayak ride
or mountain bike outing with a nature
guide bursting with fascinating
facts about the birds, animals and
landscape. Although surrounded
by an enchanting setting, the park
is only a few minutes’ drive from
Durbuy itself - quaint and cute with
its stone houses, cobbled streets and
renowned topiary park full of clipped
hedges depicting everything from
birds to amply curved ladies.

A rockin’ journey down the Ourthe
to the Nisramont dam to La Roche,
is also a must. A unique 13 miles
experience down wild and wonderful
rapids with the river flowing through
the famous Hérou gorge, one of
the most stunning views in Europe.
The source of the Eastern Ourthe is
situated in the village of the same
name near the municipality of Gouvy.
The river then winds its way through
the countryside to the small town of
Houffalize. The Western Ourthe flows
rapidly through Sainte-Ode and joins
with the other branch of the river
near Le Hérou to form the Ourthe,
which runs towards one of Wallonia’s
picture-postcard towns: La Rocheen-Ardenne, weaving through a
landscape characterised by wooded
slopes and dominated by unique
rock formations. Mountain biking,
corporate events and team building
exercises can also be organised
for groups or families alike.

© Coo Adventure
Chateau de Walzin
© WBT Dominik Ketz
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Walibi
© Belpark SA

THRILLS AND SPILLS
AT AQUALIBI!

WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE
BUT NOT A DROP...

This top notch aquatic park, rich
in aqua-sensational activities for the
whole family, is about 10 miles east
of the historical site of Waterloo.
Try Xtreme, a wild ride and slide
reaching impressive speeds for thrills
guaranteed or Rapido - sometimes
rippling calm, then suddenly
completely wild. The new slide ‘Flash’
adds even more aqua-ensation to
your visit, reaching, with its free fall
at 45°, and a top speed of 30 mph.
Aqualibi is part of Walibi theme park.
Ideal for families and friends. It has
attractions for all ages. The famous
Radja River, the crazy Calamity Mine
and make sure you try Tiki-Waka, a
funcoaster taking you for an exotic
journey at over 30 mph.

It’s impossible to talk about Water
and Waterloo without mentioning the
battlefield and now the “Waterloo”
beer as well. Belgians do like their
brew. Even UNESCO now has
inscribed Belgian beer culture on
their list of the ‘intangible cultural
heritage of humanity.’ Brewed at the
strategic location of the Mont-Saint-

Jean Farm, the Waterloo beer is a
must after a day visiting the various
museums. This strategic farm was an
important place chosen by the Duke
of Wellington to treat the wounded.
It served as a military hospital during
the battle and treated no fewer than
6,000 injured soldiers.

By Tara Munro

Mont Saint Jean Farm
© John Martin / Westergrenphoto.com

The Lion’s Mound, Waterloo
© WBT D. Vasilov

© Visit Tournai
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Heritage

BELGIAN CHATEAUX
AND GARDENS
More boasting afoot… Did you know
that Belgium has more castles and
chateaux per square kilometre than
anywhere else in the world? Yes
indeed.
Let’s start for example with the
Chateau de Beloeil, the Belgian
Versailles of Floral fancy. For over
800 years the Château de Beloeil
and its park has had more makeovers
than Madonna. From medieval
fortress to country home, it is often
likened to the majestic French
Palace of Versailles. A fascinating

place where you can imagine in your
mind’s eye the many famous figures
of history and royalty who have
passed through over the centuries
to love, live, trade and fight. Its
foundations and towers standing
the test of time when the lords
of the chateau would take up arms
to safeguard the peace and security
of the country. Today it’s a wonderful
chateau where visitors can enjoy
magnificent paintings, tapestries
and furniture (XV to XIX century),
including an impressive library
of 20.000 books and precious
manuscripts, many exhibiting an
exquisite level of quality bookbinding.
The 25-hectare French gardens are

also carefully landscaped to offer the
perfect harmony of water, greenery
and foliage, shadow and light. A
charming little train drives the visitors
through it for a relaxing way to take
in all its beauty. One major highlight
of the Beloeil estate is its prestigious
Amaryllis festival now in its 31st
consecutive year. To celebrate the
arrival of spring the Princes de Ligne
throw open their royal residence to
participants who fill the chateau with
over 6,000 amaryllis in magnificent
forms and arrangements, full of scent,
colour and intoxicating fragrance to
excite the senses and add elegance
and romance. A castle with its own
personal fragrance. What a wonder.

Chateau de Beloeil
© WBT J.P.Remy
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© WBT C. Grassin

© WBT C. Grassin

Freÿr Gardens
© A. B. de L.

THE CITRUS FRUIT CHATEAU –
FREYR/MEUSE CASTLE
AND GARDENS
Ranked as an exceptional Heritage
site the Chateau Freyr was a Duke’s
residence between the XVI & XVIII
century and an inhabited castle since
1378 which makes it an impressively
‘old dear’ chateau. The ancient
summer residence of the Beaufort-

Spontin dukes impresses visitors with
a refined and cosmopolitan interior.
Its magnificent sitting rooms have
been furnished and decorated by the
20 generations that have lived there.
That’s a lot of wallpaper and soft
furnishings. The Castle is also blessed
with sweeping classical gardens, set
out in a variety of interesting styles.
The most alluring aspect however

is the bursting citrus aromas and the
beauty of the 350-year-old orange
trees and their orangeries - among
the oldest in the country.

Annevoie Water Garden
© WBT C. Grassin

LIQUID MAGIC IN THE
GARDENS OF ANNEVOIE

Veves
© A. Petit

SLEEPING BEAUTY
AT VEVES CASTLE

Lavaux-Sainte-Anne
© Val de Lesse

LIVING LIKE A LORD
Chateau Lavaux St Anne is like
a magical time machine which
transports you to XVII & XVIII
century Lords’ living when hunting,
shooting and fishing were the major
pastimes. Explore 32 beautiful
rooms in the form of boudoirs,
hunting rooms, writing and music
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rooms, even a chapel where you can
imagine perfectly what life was like.
In its three museums you’ll discover
objects and stories about the wealth
of wildlife to be found in the region
and the flora and fauna in the
Wetlands preserved to this day in
its precious ecosystem of pond,
marsh and meadow.

If you think living like a Lord is
impressive try living like a fairytale
Princess. Just a short drive from
Chateau Lavaux the castle of Veves
with its pointed roofed towers
is the epitome of the Sleeping
Beauty fairytale. But the romantic
exterior of this heritage site belies a
turbulent history. The castle features
five stunning towers as well as a
remarkable timbered gallery from
the XVI century. The rooms are
decorated with XVIII century
furniture, rare china, souvenirs and
paintings. In the spirit of romance
children can dress up as knights and
princesses during the visit – just
as they can in Chateau Lavaux.

Venitian Masks Festival, Annevoie Garden
© Hallet Jacques
© AbbayedeVillers-laVille

Water, water everywhere... Ponds,
lakes, jets and waterfalls. Rushing,
gurgling, trickling - the soothing
sounds of the varied water gardens
offer visitors instant joy for the
senses. Annevoie is the only water
garden in Belgium. It’s an intoxicating
fragrance of flowers and foliage and
the most serene and soothing setting
to enjoy a stroll of centuries old
gardening influence. French, English
and Italian styles are all visible, from
the vibrant colours and creativity
of the English to the warmth of the
Italian and neat rows of trees planted
in such variety so as to add to the
magic of a seventeenth century-like
stroll. Annevoie is a veritable part
of the exceptional cultural heritage
of Wallonia. During Whit Sunday
weekend (8-10 June 2019) the
Venetian Costume Carnival is a must
when 100 people in full glittering
carnival costume prance, dance and
stroll through the gardens jumping
out theatrically from behind trees and
water features. It’s a botanical dream.
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FEUDS AND FALCONRY
AT BOUILLON CASTLE
Built on three rock pitons overlooking
the Semois river and entered by
three drawbridges, Bouillon Castle
is a monument in the province
of Luxembourg, retracing almost
a thousand years of history and
military architecture. With its
stunning vaulted rooms, the Bouillon
castle is considered one of the

oldest and most impressive feudal
buildings in Belgium. Daily falconry
demonstrations, torture chambers
and dungeons with full medieval
atmosphere take you back to the
gory history of this fortified building.
The castle is said to date back to the
8th century, and was made famous
by Godefroid, leader of the first
crusade (1096) and Advocate of
the Holy Sepulchre. It was used

as a military base until 1830 and was
later reworked by Vauban, Louis
XIV’s famous architect, fitted with
heavy artillery for the wars to come.
Amongst many highlights you can
visit the castle’s fabulous medieval
cheese cellar - the œillet du château,
an exceptional hard cheese made
by the ‘Bergerie d’Acremont,’
a sheephold with Belgian ewes
and so much more.

Boat lift N°4
© WBT Bruno DAlimonte

Falconry Show, Bouillon Castle
© WBT David Samyn

NOT THE SIZE THAT COUNTS!
A lift for boats?
Who would have thought
of such a thing?
Well, the Belgians did.
La Roche-en-Ardenne Caslte
© WBT Denis Erroyaux

LA ROCHE –
MEDIEVAL LORDS, KNIGHTS
AND BERTHA THE GHOST
Overlooking the city and the Ourthe
River, at the very heart of nature, this
9th century medieval castle makes
La Roche is the gem of the Ardennes
and the Luxembourg province. Built
on the steep slopes of the Deister
hill, this site was first a Neolithic
home, a Roman oppidum and then
home of Frankish kings. Despite its
many modifications (archaeological
excavations discovered new rooms as
well as remains from the XV century),
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the actual ruins with their towers,
slits and dungeons have kept
a distinctive feudal atmosphere.
The castle organises a wide range
of events and activities and summer
months, you can watch falconry
demonstrations, enjoy a historical
weekend dedicated to the 18th
century or shiver when the ghost of
Berthe de La Roche (the lord’s vexed
daughter) appears! The legend says
she was killed on her wedding night
by her rival, the nasty countess
Alix de Salm!

Countess Berthe
© O. Lefèvre

Not meaning to be boastful or
anything but it’s also one of the
biggest boat lift in the world. Its
humungous concrete and steel
structure looks like it has been
accidentally forgotten by the
directors of a sci-fi movie and makes
for a highly visual representation
of Belgium’s impressive industrial
heritage. The fact that this building
is also able to hold a ship is equally
gobsmacking. Along the old Canal
du Centre, the major maritime
thoroughfare that cuts through
Wallonia, the water level changes
by about 66 metres. The only way
to make it navigable in both

directions was to come up with
something ingenious, so they did.
These four lifts along the Canal du
Centre were included on the World
Heritage List by UNESCO in 1998.
Belgium has some quirky places on
the list but this is certainly one of the
most visually impressive. Only eight
lifts like this were ever built around
the world and these are the only ones
that still exist in their original working
condition. The path that runs along
the bank on one side is popular with
joggers, cyclists and dog walkers.
They cut a striking figure on the
canal with their enormous lifts visible
from afar, like enormous metal
spiders hovering over the water.
There’s a beauty to their design and,
although they clash with the natural
surroundings, they also look like
they are where they belong. There
are different ways to experience

the Canal du Centre, depending
on what you feel like on the day.
You can take a cruise on the canal
starting at the funicular boat lift
of Strépy-Thieu, lasting 4 hours.
This cruise, complete with video
commentary outlining the historical
importance of this site, takes you
through the locks, boat lifts and
swing bridges. Alternatively, you
can hop on a cute little train that
will drive you along the tow path or
check out an equally cool exhibition
presenting the fossils found during
the project. If you like industrial
heritage you can walk along the
canal to Charleroi, Belgium’s third
biggest city and once one of the
richest areas of Europe producing
coal, steel and glass during the
industrial revolution.

By Tara Munro
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Going
Underground

DISCOVERING THE CAVES
AND ESTATE OF HAN –
UNDERGROUND CAVES,
IMMERSIVE LIGHTS SHOWS
AND PLAYING GOLDILOCKS
WITH BEARS
Come and explore the world-famous
underground caves of Han-sur-Lesse,
near Rochefort. The Michelin guide
has awarded the site 3 stars in its
travel guide to Wallonia and for
good reason.
Over time, the water has carved out
and shaped the rocks into haunting
caverns and crevices, and boasts
many mystery-laden galleries and
majestic rooms. The fossils adorning
the Cave walls are a reminder of
the tropical ocean full of creatures
that once swam through these vast
spaces. The incredible 3D sound and
light show “Origin” immerses visitors
into the origins of the universe, going
back to the Big Bang, but also evokes
a surreal space exploration, and
invites them to explore subterranean
worlds at the very heart of untamed
nature. Designed by Luc Petit –
a veritable magician of scenic arts it uses the latest video mapping
technology to recreate the story
of past times in these majestic
underground galleries. Rooms with
names like ‘Minaret, ‘Trophy’ and
‘Mysterious ignite the magic of times
past. The estate’s wildlife park also

© Caves of Han
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provides a huge wow factor. It is the
only one in Belgium to be home to
the European “Big Five” (wolf, bear,
lynx, European bison and wolverine).
Highlights include listening to
the deer’s love call, a powerful,
fascinating sound which reverberates
around the woodland. Safari cars will
take you to the forest and plains of
this nature reserve and will give you
a chance to observe the deer’s habits
without disturbing their habitat. You
can even sleep amidst bears like
Goldilocks, in hunters’ log cabins
with opportunity to eat breakfast –
porridge naturally, whilst watching
the bears eat nearby in their natural
habitat. Other highlights include
newly designed discovery trail, the
interactive PrehistoHan exhibition,
and the “Han of Yesteryear” museum
which are all brilliant educational
additions to the visit.

NEPTUNE CAVES AND
THE BLACK WATER –
TRIP THE LIGHT FANTASTIC
Sculpted by the ‘Eau Noire’ river 300
million years ago, the Neptune Caves,
in Petigny, are one of Belgium’s
oldest underground cavities. Take
a boat trip in the underground river
and enjoy the haunting light show
highlighting rock formations and
water falling. The site is nestled at
the heart of the Calestienne. Nature,
in an exceptional area, was listed
as Natura 2000 and is therefore
protected, hence the well-defined
touristic paths to preserve it while
letting visitors enjoy how rich and

beautiful the flora is. There’s no
need to be a geologist to enjoy this
experience as the trail is interesting
and informative. Where does
limestone come from, why are caves
a necessity for life itself, what are
the different types of flora and fauna
important for and why do they
need protecting etc?

REMOUCHAMPS, A NATURAL
GEM IN THE PROVINCE OF LIÈGE
LONGEST UNDERGROUND RIVER
IN THE BELGIUM!
For the best part of a century the
caves of Remouchamps have been
offering underground journeys on
the world’s largest uninterrupted
underground river with stunning
waterways of jewel like rocks,
stalactites and stalagmites, sculpted
by nature for centuries adorning cave
walls and ceilings. Visitors start with a
600 yard stroll through a mysterious,
fascinating landscape which was
first inhabited by Palaeolithic hunters
8.000 years ago. Full of colours and
life, you will pass corridors, filled
by the subterranean river Rubicon,
until the big hall of the Cathedral.
The second part of the visit is then
taken by boat. As it gently flows
along you’ll have the time to view
new beauties, including a natural
water fountain that sprays under the
subterranean roof like a water shaped
palm tree, forming a magnificent
curtain: the penultimate finale to
this theatrical wonder of nature.

By Tara Munro

© Caves of Han
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Cycling

THE CENTRAL CANALS
RAVeL route 1 follows the
towpaths of the old BrusselsCharleroi canal and the modern
Canal du Centre in Hainaut
province. The beauty of the 18
mile route is that while it’s close
to Wallonia’s industrial heartland,
you’d never know it as you glide
beside the waterway, passing the
old (pre-First World War) and
contemporary (21st century) boat
lifts that encompass 100 years
of industrial heritage. Eighteen
mile might seem a long way, but
the terrain is so flat and easy that
the official advice is that children
from the age of eight upwards
should be able to manage the
distance without running out of
puff. And there are two shorter
routes, of 13 miles and 9 miles,
if the long route is too much
for them.

Canal Du Centre
© WBT Bruno DAlimonte

Belgium and cycling go together like
spokes and wheels. It’s the birthplace
of one of the most famous Belgians
of all - the greatest road racer in
history, Eddy Merckx. In Wallonia, as
in all the Low Countries, you learn to
ride a bike almost as soon as you can
walk, although you need a few extra
gears and a good deal more stamina
to tackle Wallonia’s hilly terrain!
There’s an incredible network of
cycle routes throughout the region
- notably the unique RAVeL tracks,
that run along the route of disused
railway lines and canal towpaths,
and the mountain bike circuits in
the Ardennes that are a match for
anywhere in Europe. ‘Mountain Bike
HQ’ is the hill-town of Houffalize,
which has hosted the sport’s World
Cup and is home to the annual

‘La Chouffe’ classic: half a day’s
riding through the most demanding
of climbs and scariest of descents.

© WBT Bruno DAlimonte

But you don’t have to be an iron
man or woman to enjoy Wallonia
by bike. The options are almost
limitless: one guidebook lists no
fewer than 174 different routes in
the Ardennes: there’s something
in there for all ages and every
standard of rider.
The RAVeL network (1,400 kilometers
or 840 miles) is especially popular
with casual cyclists because it’s all
on level ground, and without a motor
vehicle in sight it’s definitely the
safest way to travel.

Vennbahn, RAVeL48
© WBT Denis Erroyaux
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Walking

Meuse River
© WBT C. Grassin

© Ostbelgien.eu Dominik Ketz

Gauloise Beer
© WBT J.P.Remy

RAVeL ALONG THE MEUSE
Another iconic RAVeL route runs
alongside the great river to link
up with a long-established trail,
88 miles in length and known
as ‘La Route des Citadelles’, which
traverses the spectacular river valley,
passes Dinant, Namur, Liège and Huy
along the way, and even ventures
briefly into both France and the
Netherlands.
That’s for the serious cyclists:
shortbreak visitors to Namur can
hire bikes of every description in
town, and pedal either north or
south to find something of interest.
The southern route leads you first to
the strawberrygrowing area around
Wépion and its quirky museum.

A beautiful walk in Wallonia is in
the Hautes Fagnes area of the
Ardennes, a wild, windswept and
empty expanse of wood and
moorland. The ‘High Fens’ are
protected as a national park and
include Belgium’s highest peak, the
Signal de Botrange, which extends to
700 metres if you include the stone
staircase they’ve built at the summit!
(See previous magazine).

© Brasserie du Bocq

Push on towards Dinant, scenically
more spectacular, passing a number
of interesting places to visit like
the sumptuous Water Gardens of
Annevoie and the old Du Bocq
brewery before arriving in Dinant to
visit one of its chateaux (as described
on page 20).
Nothing in Wallonia better reflects
our watery theme than Annevoie. The
gardens were created in the 1770s as
a unique blend of classical European
styles – French, English and Italian and they still turn heads 250 years
later – enhanced by a spectacular
array of water features – fountains,
waterfalls, jets and lakes – all fed by
the Grand Canal, which flows directly
above the gardens.

Cyclists need sustenance, and
they’re not averse to a glass or two
to revive their weary limbs. How
fortunate that one of Belgium’s
most famous breweries – Du Bocq
– happens to lie along the route.
Having been at the forefront of
Belgian beer-making for more
than a century, the brewery, in the
village of Purnode, is internationally
renowned, providing bottled beer to
suit every taste and reviving you for
the last stretch of the route to the
gorgeous town of Dinant. Bring on
the saxophones and crazy boats!

Long Distance Hiking Trail (GR):
The Trappist Abbeys of Wallonia © WBT O. Legardien

By Frank Partridge

Orval Abbey
© WBT David Samyn
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GOING THE DISTANCE
Wallonia has several long-distance
routes. A popular one is called ‘La
Transardennaise’ which runs for 97
miles from La-Roche to Bouillon,
passing through rolling hill country,
four river valleys and many remote
villages. The trek is divided into
seven sections, with places to stay
overnight at each stopping point.
The latest trail links three Trappist
abbeys renowned for their beer:
the best possible use of some of
that water we’ve been describing.
Three of the world’s 12 officially
accredited Trappist beers are brewed
in Wallonia. The 180-mile ‘Trappist
GR’ links Scourmont, Rochefort and
Orval Abbeys, with Rochefort as
the halfway point along picturesque
stretches as the route follows the
rivers Meuse and Lesse.
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LAKE BUTGENBACH

SPA WALKS

Part of the high fenland extends
into Wallonia’s German-speaking
enclave, known as the eastern
Cantons, where one of the region’s
most scenic lakes has become a
popular holiday attraction. Lake
Butgenbach first appeared on the
map in 1932 when the river Warche
was dammed. On warmer days,
the islands in the lake are perfect
for sunbathing, and there’s a large
supervised swimming area, kayaking
on the water, a communal trampoline,
climbing wall and numerous trails
and mountain bike paths through
the forest and around the wooded,
seven-mile perimeter of the lake.

Apart from its revitalising waters,
the resort town of Spa is a magnet
for walkers, being handily placed
near the wild moors and forests of
the Hautes Fagnes. There are many
pleasant local walks – 33 are listed
on a local website – including one
from the centre of town to Lac de
Waraaz, where the dam that created
the lake in 1880 is topped by a tower
with panoramic views. Another
path takes you to the famous SpaFrancochamps racetrack, home of
the Belgian F1 Grand Prix.
Venturing further into the Ardennes
opens up hundreds of kilometres of
well-marked paths through the fens,
and when snow falls in winter – as
it invariably does in this surprisingly
exposed corner of Belgium, crosscountry skiing trails are marked
out across the heights.

For the more serious hiker,
Butgenbach also lies on the
circular GR Trail of Commemoration
designed as a symbol of peace
between nations, which runs for
nearly 60 miles from the High
Fens in Wallonia to the German
Eifel region via Monschau and
Hellenthal). For cyclists, there are
safe and undemanding RAVeL tracks
in the vicinity, and a fascinating
78-mile Vennbahn (‘Greenway’)
route that ventures into Germany
and Luxembourg. For scenery
and solitude, the eastern Cantons
combine the best of the three
neighbouring countries.

By Frank Partridge

Lake Butgenbach
© An Van Rie Communication (AVRC)

© Chateau de Reinhardstein

The High Fens
© Ostbelgien.eu Dominik Ketz

© Laundry Museum
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© Parc Naturel Hautes-Fagnes/Eifel
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Spa
Breaks

Thermes de Spa
© Fabrice Debatty

SPA AND CHAUDFONTAINE –
WATERS TO ENHANCE YOUR LIFE
Spa is one of the few places on
earth that has given a new word
to the dictionary, whatever the
language. The town, less than an
hour of Liège, is one of the oldest
health resorts in history, dating
back to the first century AD when
the Romans, who knew a thing or
two about the benefits of warm
water bathing, took a liking to the
sulphurous water bubbling out of
the earth at 32°C and established
a settlement in the area.
Many centuries later the likes of
Henry VIII of England and Peter the
Great of Russia put the town on the
map, and by the mid-18th century
Spa was the resort of choice for the
rich, famous and fashionable in need
of a spot of pampering. For a time,
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it was known as the ‘Café of Europe’.
The resort has had its ups and downs
since then, but the upgrading of Les
Thermes de Spa complex in recent
years has put it firmly back on the
tourist trail. A funicular railway
takes you to the complex, which
offers every conceivable form of
hydrotherapy. Visitor numbers are
approaching 200,000 per year, so
it’s essential to book in advance.
Decades of international fame have
ensured that Spa has plenty of
quality accommodation to cater for
its well-heeled visitors, but there’s
affordable accommodation too –
and being in Belgium, you’re spoilt
for choice when it comes to fine
dining, with a selection of excellent
restaurants dotted around the
centre of town.

© WBT Cernix Pierre Pauquay

Thermes de Spa
© Fabrice Debatty
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© Xactproduction Christian Charlier

CHAUDFONTAINE
Fifteen miles away, and connected
to it by road and rail, is Spa’s ‘twin’
town of Chaudfontaine, where the
unusually warm spring was first
mentioned in a Bishop’s charter in
1240. Chaudfontaine’s water is less
sulphurous than Spa’s, bubbling out
of the ground out at a constant 37°C
– body temperature - having made
a tortuous 60-mile journey from
its source a mile below the surface.
As long ago as 1676 a local farmer
starting promoting the spring as a
bathing resort, and bottled water has
been sold commercially since 1924.
Chaudfontaine may never compete
with Spa, but it has some good
hotels, a casino – and the water
is definitely warmer!

By Frank Partridge

Auberge De Poteaupre
© Espace Chimay
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